iip, i*aul Valentine 7/26/75 

The Mashingtooi Poet 
1150 15 St., NW 
Washington, O.C. 20005 

iJear Paul, 

lour currimt surlea r en li i da uu of aoiae agent provocateur aotlvltj. 
racolXeotlon nay be too haay but for what it laay bo worth tbla is wliat I recall. 

SoBu years ago when I was In Sasoile Abbott'a office (296-4550) there wore 
several blacic men tbore. Saarde was doing soma art work for tlioa. •**» Introouoed 
us and told them of my work on the 21ng ssaasalnatlon. They wore organizing aooe 
kind of conasBorativB n. etlng, ftr. King's birthday or an aunivei’aary of hla death, 
hot sure, "aybe some other subject, aojfway, the one of the two 1 recall fairly 
clearly, a rather subetantlal type, aako-i me what i*d eoy if they ae to 

speak. 1 said I'd speak critically of the failure of the black com munity to have 
any genuine Interest In that asr-ssslnation. Ho llkod that and aeked me to speak. 

Tha nee ting was at ^ev. Wendt's ohurcb, I think on a Saturday afternoon. 

Quite early this man oamo to mu at the ebur^ and told no there had been a throat 
against any honky who would dare to say a word at all critical of any blacks. 3Jhls 
threat cone froa what I recall as suns kind of Itath 14th St. gangs of aupix>sod 
Blaok Panthers, 1 was aaked not to aay what I'd planned to avoid trouble end I aeroed. 
Then I was delayed on tbo speakers list and aaked to speak about two minutes only 
anc again I agreed. 1 was oloso to t/ie last of a long list. 

Ky only clear recollection of tho other speakers Is that the editor of tlie 
QiHokailver fiaes had to be essay of a police provoontaur. Bis was pretty violent 
stuff. Kztreme as hell.Z didn't know H m , 

About as soon as the mti<.'ting was over 1 returned base. 

Later I wa told that those from whom th> threat came had been out of 

town by tha black ftuithere of whoa they were or protended to be part. I an pretty 
sure that tho tWither organization believed one or wore of these unknown 14th> 
Streeters ( that la, unknown to mo) was a provocataar. I am also pretty siuro that 
they bad a zrcputatlon for vloltmce but iks woxe themaelveo threatened by black 
men whose capability of doing violenos to then was beyond question. I-1aybo It is 
that the real Panthers had or brou^t in an enforcer, one whose woi-ning would be 
heeded. 1 am olear on two things* the threats to me came from those who were 
regarded as toui^ cliaracters capable of causing tho violence at tho ohuroh they 
threatened; and they were chased the next day by one or more whose credentials 
needed no authantloatlon. 

1 have no way of knowing whether these tough guys whoue purposes were, pretty 
clearly, dlsturbanoe, were police agonta. Or If it will Interest you. If It does 
j-aybe oammle will recall the incident and tho nan who impressed so as a pretty 
solid-type citizen. My recollootlon Is ml of a man not less than 5’9", about 160 
lbs, maybo a little more, and not leas than about 40 years of oge. Not a kid. 

Saircj .0 la one of those whose supposed radical ideas have becoms the accepted 
beliefs of a majority of tho cooounlty. “o was than giving leadership on many issues, 
especially freeways and black rights. I'll bo surprised if hi) was not a major 
tar£?3t of any intelllgenco operations. 

My recollection Inol'idea the ssriouanass Itli which thj throat Sifuinst me 
an I the moeting/church were taken by those who organized the moeting, especially 
this ono black man. Hy impression at tha time was that too miny ot’ tho speakers 
fit wiiat I rocaliod of ay days investigating private-detective provocateur opera- 
tions of tho 1930s. 


Last, 


